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UCSB physicists accept Nobel Prizes
in Sweden

In a ceremony full of splendor, music and admiration, UC Santa Barbara physics
professors Michel Devoret and John Martinis, alongside their mentor, UC Berkeley
physicist John Clarke, on Dec. 10 officially received their Nobel Prizes from King Carl
XVI Gustaf of Sweden. Each presented with a medal and a diploma, the scientists
were selected for the Nobel Prize in Physics “for the discovery of macroscopic
quantum mechanical tunnelling and energy quantisation in an electric circuit.”
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UC Santa Barbara physicist John Martinis, left, receives his Nobel Prize in Physics
from King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden.
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UC Santa Barbara/Yale physicist Michel Devoret, left, receives his Nobel Prize in
Physics from King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden
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UC Berkeley physicist John Clarke receives his Nobel Prize in Physics from King Carl
XVI Gustaf of Sweden
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From left, physicists John Clarke (UC Berkeley), Michel Devoret (UCSB/Yale) and John
Martinis (UCSB), who are the 2025 Nobel Laureates in Physics
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The ceremony also honored the laureates of the 2025 Nobel Prizes in Chemistry,
Physiology or Medicine, and Economic Sciences. Nobel Peace Prize laureate,
Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado, who is in hiding and under a
travel ban, was unable to attend her ceremony in Oslo, Norway; her daughter
accepted the award on her behalf.

The Nobel Prize ceremony and subsequent banquet was one of the main highlights
in a weeklong celebration that includes shows and artistic presentations from and
for the community, lectures from the laureates, a musical concert and thought-
provoking dialogues.
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About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.
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