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MacArthur Fellow and Harvard sociologist Matthew Desmond has forever changed
the way we look at poverty in America. Desmond “set a new standard for reporting
on poverty” (The New York Times) with his massively influential book “Evicted,”
which gives pathos to the idea that eviction is a cause, rather than merely a
symptom, of poverty. “Evicted” won the 2017 Pulitzer Prize and was named one of
the Top Books of 2016 by The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Wall
Street Journal. Desmond co-founded Just Shelter, a database of community
organizations working to preserve affordable housing, prevent eviction and reduce
family homelessness.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.



