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Art for Anthropology

Asked for his eye and expertise in filling six wall-mounted glasses cases sitting
empty in UC Santa Barbara’s Department of Anthropology, UCSB graphics specialist
Dan Van Dorn turned some of the campus’s greatest creators: students.

Wanting to curate an “artistic, cohesive ‘exhibit,’ rather than graphic stuff in six
individual cases,” Van Dorn reached out to UCSB’s art department and “got a flood
of eager students coming forward.” The work of seven student artists, created with
anthropology in mind, now adorns three distinct wings in the department.

“I gave them the general themes but let them decide media and style,” Van Dorn
said. “No money exchanged except reimbursement for supplies. I promised them
that it would be a long-term display and I mounted their names/statements next to
pieces. We also promoted it on our Facebook and website.

“When planning this project, I didn't realize how much the students craved
opportunities like this,” he added. “Students want to contribute. Let's give them
real-world opportunities.”

The contributing artists are Tom Pazderka; Pilar Herrera; Sing Hang Tam; Nina
Spring; Taylor Moon; Trevor Coopersmith; and Gabriel Cárdenas.

 



About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


