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UCSB Reads ‘Into the Beautiful
North’

Stories of impoverished Mexicans struggling to reach the U.S. and its promise of a
better life are a staple in literature. Luis Alberto Urrea took this narrative in a new
direction with “Into the Beautiful North.” Yes, the protagonist, a young woman
named Nayeli, leaves her home in rural Mexico for the U.S. But there the similarity
ends, as Urrea uses humor and a clear eye for detail to explore issues of borders,
immigration and family.

The UC Santa Barbara Library has chosen “Into the Beautiful North” as its 2017
UCSB Reads selection. An annual event now in its 11th year, UCSB Reads engages
the campus and the Santa Barbara community in conversations about key topics
while reading the same book. UCSB Reads is presented by the UCSB Library, in
partnership with the Office of the Executive Vice Chancellor. The event culminates in
a public talk by Urrea on April 24 in UCSB’s Campbell Hall.

“The UCSB Library is excited to bring author Luis Urrea to campus in the spring,”
said University Librarian Denise Stephens. “He is an engaging speaker, a beautiful
writer and his works — including ‘Into the Beautiful North’ — tackle important issues
related to border crossings, cultural longing and immigration. By selecting a novel
this year, the UCSB Reads Selection Advisory Committee — made up of faculty, staff,
students and community partners — recognized that fiction has a unique capacity to
awaken our understanding and enhances our ability to explore complex ideas.”

http://www.library.ucsb.edu/ucsbreads
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/ucsbreads


On Jan. 18, UCSB Chancellor Henry T. Yang, Executive Vice Chancellor David
Marshall and Stephens will be on hand at the UCSB Library to distribute free copies
of the book to registered UCSB students. Copies of “Into the Beautiful North” are on
sale at the UCSB Bookstore as well.

A variety of UCSB Reads events — a film screening, an exhibition, a spoken word
performance and lectures/panel discussions — will take place throughout the winter
and spring quarters on campus and elsewhere.

Urrea is the author of “The Water Museum,” “The Devil’s Highway,” “The
Hummingbird’s Daughter” and “Queen of America,” A finalist for the Pulitzer Prize,
his numerous honors include the Lannan Literary Award, the Pacific Rim Kiriyama
Prize, an American Book Award, the Christopher Award, and an Edgar Award. In
2000, Urrea was inducted into the Latino Literature Hall of Fame.

Born in Tijuana to a Mexican father and American mother, Urrea received his
undergraduate degree in writing from UC San Diego, and did his graduate studies at
the University of Colorado-Boulder. He is currently Distinguished Professor of
Creative Writing at the University of Illinois-Chicago.

More information about UCSB Reads can be found at
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/ucsbreads. Questions about the program can be
directed to Alex Regan, events and exhibitions librarian, at (805) 893-3605 or
aregan@ucsb.edu.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.
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