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UCSB Town Forum Examines Henry
David Thoreau as Writer and
Scientist

As Henry David Thoreau walked the woods and fields of Concord, Mass., in the
1850's, he paid special attention to the events that marked the change of seasons.
He recorded his observations in his Journal, and later organized the information into
charts. Biologists and ecologists are now mining these charts to help them
understand the effects of climate change on the Concord area.

Among the natural phenomena Thoreau noted throughout the year were the plants
that were leafing, blooming, or bearing fruit; the water level at certain locations
along the Concord and Assabet Rivers; and the birds, mammals, and insects that
were present or absent.

Elizabeth Witherell, editor-in-chief of The Writings of Henry David Thoreau at UCSB,
will discuss Thoreau's work and his contributions to science in a lecture titled "Henry
David Thoreau and Climate Change: The Writer as Scientist." Part of the UCSB
Affiliates Town Forum series, the talk will take place at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 2, at First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 21 E. Constance Ave. in
Santa Barbara.

The cost is $8 for UCSB Affiliates or Chancellor's Council members and $10 for all
others. Advance registration is recommended, and can be arranged by calling the
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UCSB Office of Community Relations at (805) 893-4388.

The Writings of Henry D. Thoreau, which resides at UCSB, is the definitive edition of
Thoreau's work. When completed, the projected 30-volume series will include the
contents of all 47 volumes of his handwritten Journal, his writings for publication, his
correspondence, and other uncollected papers. To date, 15 volumes have been
published, including "Walden," "Cape Cod," "Excursions," "The Maine Woods,"
"Reform Papers," "Translations"; "A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers"
"Early Essays and Miscellanies," and seven volumes of Thoreau's Journal.

Witherell, who has been editor-in-chief of The Writings of Henry D. Thoreau since
1980, completed her doctorate in American literature at the University of Wisconsin
in 1979. She has taught at Princeton University, Barnard College, Northern lllinois
University, and UCSB. She served on the Board of the Thoreau Society, and last July
she received the Thoreau Society Medal in recognition of "significant and sustained
contributions that exemplify the ideals and values represented by Henry David
Thoreau."
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About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.
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