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UCSB SOCIOLOGIST TO DISCUSS
BOOK ON BLACK SPIRITUALS

Somewhere toward the end of the 19th Century, white America began to turn an
interested ear toward the spiritual music of African Americans.

This new acceptance of African-American music as something other than
unintelligible noise marked the beginning of recognition by mainstream America of
its minority cultures, says Jon Cruz, a professor of sociology at the University of
California, Santa Barbara.

Cruz examines the significance of this phenomena in his recently published book
Culture on the Margins: The Black Spiritual and the Rise of American Cultural
Interpretation (Princeton University Press).

Cruz will talk about his book and sign copies at an event celebrating his work at 4
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21 at the McCune Conference Room in UCSB's Humanities and
Social Building.

Published this past June, the book earned an enthusiastic review from Elizabeth
Long, a professor of sociology at Rice University.

Long called Culture on the Margins "a splendid and important book that clearly
establishes Jon Cruz as one of the most significant cultural sociologists of his
generation."



About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


