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Record Number of Applicants to UCSB
for Fall 1999

UC Santa Barbara has received an all-time record high of 26,763 freshman
applications for fall admission to the campus, an increase of more than 3,000 over
last year.

The applicant pool is also the most academically gifted in the university's history.

Over 20 percent (5,000) of the applicants have GPAs of 4.00 or higher.

Minority student representation in the freshman application pool is 38 percent, with
10,150 potential students declaring themselves to be members of racial and ethnic
minority groups.

The campus also received the highest percentage increase in transfer applications in
the University of California system, with 5,951 students applying for enrollment in
fall.

UCSB admissions officials attribute the record application pool to many factors:

The increase in the number of outreach visits to high schools and community
colleges, including the highly successful "road-trip" receptions Chancellor Henry T.
Yang hosts for top high school students around the state; the growing recognition
amongprospective students, their parents, and school counselors of UCSB's national
status as a top research and teaching institution; and the largest high school



graduating class in California history.

The bad news for applicants is that, with a target enrollment of just 3,600 new
freshmen and 1,200 transfer students, UCSB will have to turn away thousands of
qualified students.

To achieve that goal makes it "a challenging year for admissions," according to
William J. Villa, director of admissions. As prospective UC students may apply
simultaneously to more than one UC campus, UCSB admissions officials must try and
determine just how many students to invite to enroll to achieve their target
enrollment goals.

Prospective students will be notified of their admission beginning March 1, and have
until May 1 to accept the invitation.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


